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On Jan. 16 in Santiago, Juan Izquierdo, regional officer for the UN Food and Agriculture
Organization (FAO) vegetable production division, asserted that horticultural production in Latin
America should be perceived as a "modern industry." With the expansion of fruit and vegetable
output, he said, Latin America could substitute imports and generate more export income. Izquierdo
spoke at an FAO-sponsored meeting of horticultural specialists from 13 Latin American countries.
The meeting concluded Jan. 15 with an agreement to elaborate a regional development plan.
According to Izquierdo, growth of the horticultural sector should promote "real balance" between
environmental requirements and technological development. He added, "It is appropriate for
countries in the region to step up horticultural production in the same way that priority has been
given to cereals and other crops." The expert said producers must apply improved post-harvest
technology in order to compete more effectively in the world market. In Latin America, he added,
nearly 40% of potential agricultural production is lost most during harvest, transport and storage
phases due to "inadequate management of products and pests." Izquierdo stated that demand and
thus, prices, for horticultural products in Latin American and Caribbean nations are limited due to
most consumer's low purchasing power. Since 1986, regional horticultural production has surpassed
20 million metric tons per year. (Basic data from Inter Press Service, 01/16/92)
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